The Role of a Parish Council on Planning Matters
1. Consultation on Planning Applications
Role as Statutory Consultees:
· Parish councils are notified of all planning applications within their parish boundaries.
· They are invited to review these applications and submit their comments to the local planning authority (LPA).
· Their feedback is considered during the decision-making process, although the final decision rests with the LPA.
Assessment Criteria:
· Parish councils assess applications based on several factors, including compliance with local planning policies, impact on the character of the area, environmental considerations, traffic and parking issues, and the views of local residents.
2. Community Representation
Engaging with Residents:
· Parish councils act as a liaison between the community and the planning authority.
· They gather opinions and feedback from residents through public meetings, surveys, or informal consultations.
· They ensure that the views and concerns of the community are reflected in their submissions on planning applications.
3. Local Plan Involvement
Contributing to Local Plans:
· Parish councils provide input during the formulation of local plans, which outline long-term development strategies for the area.
· They highlight local priorities and issues to ensure that the local plan addresses the specific needs of the parish.
Advocacy for Parish Interests:
· They advocate for policies that support the parish’s development goals, such as preserving green spaces, promoting affordable housing, or enhancing local infrastructure.
4. Monitoring and Enforcement
Monitoring Developments:
· Parish councils keep an eye on ongoing developments to ensure they comply with approved plans and conditions.
· They report any issues or breaches to the LPA, which is responsible for enforcement.
Raising Awareness:
· They inform the community about significant planning decisions and enforcement actions.
· They may also provide updates on the progress of major developments.
5. Advocacy and Influence
Lobbying for Local Needs:
· Parish councils can lobby the LPA, developers, and other stakeholders to influence planning decisions in favour of the community.
· They may present evidence or arguments to support their position, attend planning committee meetings, or organize petitions.
Negotiating with Developers:
· In some cases, parish councils negotiate with developers to secure benefits for the community, such as improved infrastructure, community facilities, or financial contributions.
6. Neighbourhood Planning
Developing a Neighbourhood Plan:
· Parish councils can initiate the creation of a neighbourhood plan, which sets out policies for local development and land use.
· This involves extensive community consultation and engagement to ensure the plan reflects local aspirations.
Legal Status of Neighbourhood Plans:
· Once approved by a local referendum and adopted by the LPA, the neighbourhood plan becomes part of the statutory development plan.
· This means it must be considered in planning decisions, giving the community greater control over local development.
7. Infrastructure and Services
Assessing Impact:
· Parish councils assess how proposed developments will affect local infrastructure and services, such as roads, schools, healthcare, and utilities.
· They consider whether the existing infrastructure can accommodate new developments or if improvements are needed.
Securing Contributions:
· Through mechanisms like Section 106 agreements or the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), parish councils can seek contributions from developers to fund infrastructure improvements.
· These contributions might be used for enhancing public spaces, expanding school facilities, or upgrading transport links.
Conclusion
Parish councils play a vital role in shaping the development and growth of their local areas. By acting as a consultative body, representing community interests, contributing to local and neighbourhood plans, monitoring developments, and securing infrastructure improvements, they ensure that local planning decisions are informed by the needs and aspirations of the community. Their involvement helps create sustainable, well-planned, and vibrant communities.

